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BOOK PRESENTATION

  The Ruby Cross is set in 8th-century Spain, in the early years of the Islamic invasion. 

  It is the story of judge Hernando Del Valle and his son Toribio,  the former pagan, the latter Christian, caught up despite themselves in the events that followed the landing of the Berber general Tariq near present-day Gibraltar in 711 AD and the defeat of the army of Roderic, last king of the Visigoths, on the banks of the River Guadalete.

  The central theme is the Christian resistance that developed in the following years among the mountains of Asturias under the command of a nobleman called Pelayo, leading to the legendary battle of Covadonga. 

  Secondary sources of inspiration are the clashes of mentality and customs prevalent in a somewhat chaotic society, where pagan elements have not completely disappeared, Christianity is consolidating itself amid exhausting theological disputes, and Islam is banging on the gates.  

  Behind it all is the eternal struggle between Good and Evil, embodied here by the Twelve Apostles and by twelve demons, who enter into confrontation twelve times over the centuries, right down to the present day. 

  Each of these twelve confrontations, or “events”, is characterised by a cross and a gemstone. St. James (Jacobus in the romance and today Santiago for the Spanish) leads the Apostles for the Third Event, associated with the Ruby Cross, which relates to the myth of Covadonga.  
  The first two events ( the conversion of Emperor Constantine, 312 A.C., and the defeat of Attila, 451 A.C.) have already happened by now. 
  To appeal to editors, the complete saga has then been conceived of as a series. The next book I have planned is The Emerald Cross, which begins in Iceland in the 9th century and concerns Vikings and Franks and ends up with the battle for the salvation of Paris, year 887 AC. The saga will then unfold through the most significant events of Christian history until the XXI century (The Diamond Cross).
  The 40 chapters of The Ruby Cross are typed on 379 A4 pages ( roughly 450-500 pages of standard printing). The book  is supported by huge amount of research work, consultations with experts from the University of Oviedo and Madrid, a bibliography of more than fifty printed works, hundreds of websites, specialised reviews, historical maps and atlases. I have visited the libraries of Toledo, Madrid and Llanes (Asturias), and have read and re-read both Christian codices and Islamic sources. 
  I believe my work will appeal to any reader who enjoys historical fiction, a subject which has been extraordinarily popular and for which there has been a huge increase in demand over the last few years.
 But my target constituency is also that of Christian readers, certainly a market that counts millions. Christian Historical Fiction started in U.S.A only few years ago and is now an emerging genre with up-roaring sales figures.
My Ruby Cross can then attract readers from quite diversified background. Those who love history in general could now find outstanding a book on the historical fiction shelves which is centred on the detailed reconstructions of a period no author has written about for very long time ( I believe since Ludovico Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso, XVIth century). Those who are thriving for a new kind of Christian narrative that could rescue millions of potential readers made increasingly baffled and resentful by the desecrating effects of so much current literature, may finally hope in the beginning of a Lord of the Rings especially tailored to their faith and religious identity. 
Hence, given the current crave for this genre and the increasing wave of anger towards the identity-threatening effects of p.c. dogmas, the combination of my plot with a well designed advertisement campaign could result in booming sales.
And this is the first time one writes a saga that covers the whole two thousand years of Christian History. It is the best Lord of the Rings one can think of and it is all based on real facts. I hope this is enough on its own to make it commercially appealing.
Yours Faithfully,

Giovanni M.M.  Dalla Valle
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